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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 to 1 1 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The examiner is unsure if the applicant intends for Claim 1 1 to 
depend from Claim 10, which mentions a reflection plate, or from Claim 4, which 
mentions a light guiding plate instead. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ozaki, et al. 
(U.S. patent application publication 2001/0031658 Al, application 09/793,720). 
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1 . As to Claim 1 : '658 teaches a gaming machine (Abst., Fig. 1). '658 teaches a 
variable display means for displaying designs in a plurality of rows and emitting light 
(slot reels, Fig. 3 and 28; light source 9, Fig. 28). The examiner notes that in Claim 2 of 
the published application (2004/0171418 A1), the applicant states that the variable 
display means comprises (open language), so the variable display means can comprise 
parts other than just the slot reels. '568 teaches a light guiding plate disposed between 
the liquid crystal display panel and the variable display means (semi-transparent 
reflective plate 25, Fig. 28, Para. 138). '568 teaches a plate having a plurality of 
openings corresponding to respective ones of the plurality of rows (Figs. 1-3). '568 
teaches a light source disposed adjacent a peripheral surface of the light guiding plate 
(light source 26 adjacent to peripheral surface of plate 25, Fig. 28). The light from the 
light source is guided via the light guiding plate to the liquid crystal display panel (guided 
across guiding plate and reflected to LCD, Fig. 28) and is able to illuminate a partial 
surface area of the liquid crystal display (partial surface area of EL panel. Fig. 2; EL 
panels can be replaced with LCD, Para. 136). The light emitted from the variable 
display means is able to illuminate a remaining surface area of the liquid crystal display 
panel through respective ones of the plurality of openings of the light guiding plate (Figs. 
2 and 28). 

2. As to Claim 2: '568 has multiple slot reels, each having a reel band with designs 
on it (Figs. 2 and 3). 

3. As to Claim 3: The gaming machine of '568 is a slot machine (Figs. 1 , 2, and 3). 
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4. As to Claim 4: '658 teaches a gaming machine (Abst., Fig. 1). '658 has a front 
display device disposed in front of the variable display device, the front display device 
including a transparent liquid crystal display panel (Figs. 2 and 28; LCD, Para. 136; 
transparent display, Abst.). '658 teaches a variable display means for displaying 
designs in a plurality of rows and emitting light (slot reels, Fig. 3 and 28; light source 9, 
Fig. 28). '568 teaches a light guiding plate disposed between the liquid crystal display 
panel and the variable display means (semi-transparent reflective plate 25, Fig. 28, 
Para. 138). '568 teaches a plate having a plurality of openings corresponding to 
respective ones of the plurality of rows (Figs. 1-3). '568 teaches a light source disposed 
adjacent a peripheral surface of the light guiding plate (light source 26 adjacent to 
peripheral surface of plate 25, Fig. 28). The light from the light source is guided via the 
light guiding plate to the liquid crystal display panel (guided across guiding plate and 
reflected to LCD, Fig. 28) and is able to illuminate a partial surt'ace area of the liquid 
crystal display (partial surface area of EL panel. Fig. 2; EL panels can be replaced with 
LCD, Para. 136). The light emitted from the variable display means is able to illuminate 
a remaining surface area of the liquid crystal display panel through respective ones of 
the plurality of openings of the 

5. As to Claim 5: '568 has a plurality of slot reels, each having a reel on it with a 
plurality of designs (Figs. 2 and 3). 

6. As to Claim 6: The gaming machine of '568 is a slot machine (Figs. 1 , 2, and 3). 
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7. As to Claim 7: The gaming machine of '568 has a plurality of reels, each with a 
plurality of designs on it (Figs. 1, 2, and 3). '568 has a transparent EL display over each 
reel (Abstract, Fig. 1). 

8. As to Claim 8: In the gaming machine of '568, the front panel 26 has openings 
27a, 27b. and 27c (Fig. 1. Para. 44). 

9. As to Claim 11: '568 has a light source 9 (Fig. 28) disposed at a side of the light 
guiding plate that opposes the variable display device. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

1 1 . Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ozaki 
('568) and Biferno ('433) in view of Suzuki, etal. (U.S. patent 5,745,199 A). 

12. As to Claim 9: Ozaki ('568) discloses all of the elements of Claim 9, but lacks 
specificity as to a transparent antistatic sheet on the rear side of the light guiding plate. 
Suzuki, however, in '199 teaches an LCD with an antistatic treatment (Col. 18, Lines 41 
to 52). '1 99 has a light guiding plate 58 (Fig. 21 , Col. 1 1 , Lines 22 to 23). It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the anti-static treatment to '568. The 
LCD display of '199 can be used in a gaming application (Col. 1 , Lines 22 to 23), like 
the slot machine of '568. '199 has edge lighting 19 (Fig. 1; CoL 7, Lines 9 to 13), like 
'568 (Fig. 28). The advantage of this combination would be to enhance the gaming 
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machine's resistance to electrostatic discharge, as required by most state gaming 
regulations. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

13. Claim 10 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Toffolo, et al. in U.S. patent 5,920,256 A teach a variable 
transmissive device. 

Conclusion 

15. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

16. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew D. Hoel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5961 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Fri., 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 

1 8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supen/isor, Xuan M. Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

19. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Matthew D. Hoel, Patent Examiner 



AU 3713 




XUANM.THAI 
SUPERVISORY PKmm EXAMINER 



